
THE PACKAGING RECOVERY NOTE (PRN) SYSTEM



-	Manufacture, convert,  
	 fill and sell packaging
-	obtain PRNs/PERNs to  
	 discharge their 
	 obligations
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Smaller producers 
currently do not 
participate in the 
PRN system if they 
have an annual 

turnover of 
less than £2million

REPROCESSORS 
/ EXPORTERS

-	Pay for the waste material 
 	 (including a share of their 
	 PRN revenue)
-	Recycle/export materials
-	 Issue PRN/PERNs, for which 
	 they can charge producers

UK Producers’ recycling
costs have escalated by up to  

                                      1000% 
                                in 2022.



THE PACKAGING RECOVERY NOTE (PRN) SYSTEM

IS BROKEN
AND HERE’S WHY.

No cap on PRN prices  
yet a legal obligation on 

producers to buy

Reprocessors can withhold 
PRNs to drive up prices,  

costs have escalated 
by up to 1000% 

in 2022.  

Lack of transparency in 
an unregulated market 
- only 10% PRN traded 

on ‘open market’

Obligations based on 
estimates of estimates so 

if wrong not enough 
recycled material to 
generate required 

PRNs

Increasing business 
targets and obligation 

yet no incentive for 
households to actually 

recycle more




